In the title compound, C 11 H 13 ClO 3 , the pendant ethyl chain has an extended conformation and lies in the plane of the substituted benzene ring; the r.m.s. deviation of the 15 non-H atoms comprising the molecule is 0.002 Å . The crystal structure features inversion-related dimers linked by pairs of benzene-carbonyl C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, generating R 2 2 (16) loops.
data reports Synthesis and crystallization
A mixture of 4-chloro-3-methylphenol (0.200 mol), ethyl chloroacetate (0.031 mol) and anhydrous potassium carbonate (0.037 mol) in dry acetone (50 ml) was refluxed for 12 h. The reaction mixture was cooled and the solvent was removed by distillation. The residual mass was triturated with cold water to remove potassium carbonate and extracted with ether (3 Â 30 ml). The ether layer was washed successively with 10% sodium hydroxide solution (3 Â 30 ml) and water (3 Â 30 ml), and then dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and evaporated, giving white crystals of ethyl 2-(4-chloro-3-methylphenoxy)acetate in good yield (85% 
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å ,  ) . Computer programs: APEX2 (Bruker, 2013) , SAINT (Bruker, 2013) , SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) , SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) , Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) .
Figure 1
A view of the molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms are drawn at the 50% probability level.
data reports data-1
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